
United States Department of the Interior

,. FISH AND wrLDUFE SERVICE
400 RALPH PILL MARKETPLACE

22 BRIDGE STREET
CONCORD. NEW HAMPSHIRE 03301-4901

F" •. " 1N60087.AR000285
NAS BRUNSWICK

5090.3a

1·1 : ~ 1
!:...: .. -...,_. . ~ .•
_.. "" MA R - 2 ~ :-:~•. 2. WED.'. '. '.. ' ..- .

~'.'

;. .
~..

-
.- .- .. -

-March 25, 1992

..; .. -::,.~",:,:,_:;::,;,:",;.""'.:-'-'-.:'.- --;;-":'.~"' .... - - ... _'. ._-

We have reviewed the draft Records of DecisiOii'~~) on the Brunswick Naval
Air'Station sites 1/3, arrl tile Eastern Plume. WG otter the followirq
camnents for your consi~ation.

._..

Ms. Meghan CAssidy
U.S. EPA Waste Ma.1~~~·t Division
J.P. Rennec!Y F~l ioe 9..U.ldinq
BostOn, Massac1lusetts 0 203
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~ Eastan Plume

'!he Fastem Pll.IlTle is an area of contaminated groorrlwater, preQomi.nantly with
VOCs. since VOCs do not generally persist in the aquatic environment, aM
are rapidly meta1:olized and excreted by 0l"9MiSlllS, we do not~ them to
be significanUy injurious to aquatic organisrrs at the ooncentrations
reported. we, therefore, have no objection to tbe prcposed temedy for the
contamination j,n this area. .. -,.::' .
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'!he actual lardfill sites are relatively barren areas that ofter limited
habit.at to wildlife species. RemeQial actions tor tl1e larxifills appear to us
to be satisfactory in protecting natural reso.n:-ces urder our jurisdi~ion,

ard it 1s cur C9.inion that no mitigation is nocessary. !bvever, the Mere
Brook system, which runs adjacent to the lardfill sites, provides habitat

,'. --~. "f9r,.-~~~y:~--migr~tory~inLspec~~L:~~JJ.~-,~ls,,_,reptiles,.~.:..--:-::--...:.
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toxicity of~ of the PAH oaTlpOU1"ds, it is our ·opinion that th8 Mere Brook
system should receive m:>re attention. SpeCifically, we suggest the
follCh71nq: . ._ '.. """.~-"-.F'_

1. Mercury levels insa:Hments by leachate seeps were found to be as high
as 3.3 rrgfkq. we suggest that "hot.spotll clean up woold be apprcpr!ate.'Ihe
target clean up level of 1 rrq/kg is acceptable."··FUrther, PAH levels were
found to be as high as 7 ~OOO ug/kg in sediments -of --the old beaver marsh on
Mere Brook (short distance downstream from the landfills). "Hot spot" clean
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2. Water quality parameters, such as pH, 00, ha.rdne.ss, as well as grain
siz aro total organic o:mtent of th secli.ments, should be measured in Mer
Brook such that the biological a~ilabilityor sane of the heavy metals can
be estimated.

3. In our letter to you dated May S, 1990, we suggested bioloqical
sanplirq, principally or macroinvertebrates, in Mere Brook to JIlQre clearly
identify ~ct,g to the bioloqioal· cx:mt'llnity rather than predicting
bioloqical ilTpacts based on sediment, water saIYples, am OCII'p.lter lT01elinq.
We cite the Q1arlas .~e SUperfund site. as .. aJ:l ..~le at~ the .
biological QC:mIl.lT1ity was toWn to be· trore oontMo..1nat.ed than sec;!.iJnent
sanplinq~ld have suggested. We continue to J:ec::Qlu,1Cld biological scmplinq,
and should EPA decide that no further remediation is necessary in· Mere
Brook, wa teel it is particularly i1Tp01'i:.aJit to ~de biological data to
SI..1RX'rt this position. SM\')lirq ot biota !ran locations of sediment
accretion a10rq the $nt4"e lerqth of Mere ~. (fran sites 1&3 to the

.. ~ 'ciorifl~ with HarPSwell·Ccve) wCcld provide the_·greatest.oonfi.denoe that
1iv1n;J resources are secure. . .

In surrrnary, 'We l:elieve the renediation proposed for the Fastern Plume is
protective of livirq natural resources •. '!he proposed remedy. for si~ 1 ard
3 satisfies o,tt' ~-tor jurisdict;i.onalnatura-l reSources on the sit:e
proper, however, we do not believe that the record~ the ex>ntinued

. security of the biological cx:mnunity at riSk in ard around Mere Brook.

We awreciate the qJp6rtunity to cc.mrent. If you have any questions, please
contact Laura Eaton at 603-225-1411 (FTS 834-4411).

sincerely yoors,
. " ~ .

rdon E.Beckett
sor

New England Field Offices
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